i Mgsterg Antennas

What are those antennas for?

August 6,202]

Brian Davis, WOHLQ
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Mystery Antenna
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Mgsterg Site

| ooks like an old cell tower

Oﬂiﬂ one power meter: on|9 one user
The coax leads into the shed

Who could it be?

| et’s see......

! e
) The tower base and perimeter fence. ’
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The Rebirth of HF

Paul Denisowski, Product Management Engineer
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Mgsterg Antennas

By the way, we know HF does not need re-birth, it never

went any where!

o These antennas were found west of Chicago
= Theg are not cell towers for sure

o Some sort of industrial communications?
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hi s a link to Eurol:)e

Beam angle s 45
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West Chicago site

« Author was out ri&ing his bike and

came up the site.

< Mang questions conceming the

confi gu ration

s HET - Higlﬁ ":rec]uencg Tracling
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WEST CHICAGO TOWER MYSTERY

Since 2014 this blog has extensively covered the wireless networks built by high-
frequency trading (HFT) firms or network providers to reduce latencies between
the different exchanges around the world (market makers need fast connectivity to
manage risk, news traders also need to be fast, etc.). This epic investigation on
microwave, which started with HFT in my backyard, will be fully reported in a book
I’'m currently writing (in French for now). As I’'m quite busy with this writing (and
other/more interesting matters about market structure), | didn’t really have the
time to check out what | have been hearing about “shortwave” or “high frequency”

radio. This is the way high-frequency trading firms may use shortwave radio to
directly connect widely-separated locations (in short, traders are willing to use
shortwave to cross oceans with less latency than any fiber - like Hibernia).

But recently | got more intel about the situation (and some fun anecdotes). With
some help from the US, | found that a firm purchased a field for more than 1$M to
build towers and antennas; with some help from the EU, | got hints about Germany;
and | dug into UK public records. | even met, last March in Amsterdam, people
involved in those projects. Not surprisingly, at least five HFT/market making firms
showed up behind the shell companies/names they use to hide. The usual suspects.
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What is High Frequencg Tracliﬂg?

A methocl OF trading that uses Power?ul comPuter Programs to

transact a |arge number omc orclers N Fractions O]C 3 second.

Tgpica”y, the traders with the fastest

execution sPceds are more Proﬁtable than

traders with slower execution speecls. 2l
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« Some think this is a link for low latencg

stock trécles

° Chicago to New Jersey link tgpica”y IS
: some firms ran cable direct and

reduce the time to 13.1 ms. ; then further
to 12.8 ms.

o Some HFT firms went to air based

connections and the time clroppecl to
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The tower base and perimeter fence. ‘
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. lni’tia”g microwave links were used,

but all the intermediate Processing

added delay

< Using HF direct links all the clelaging
stol:)s are bypassed

. A |arge investment firm in Colorado

Paid for their own fiber cable to

l
connect them to Japan.
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Summarg

eThe High f:requencies are as useful and viable as ever

-Theg are not going away.

-Theg are fjeing used J'Dg amateurs, military and increasinglg

; o
by commerc:al iNterests

| et’s get on the air and work those stations and antennas, gra'

some DX while we are atit!  See you on the airwaves.
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Blog Links

ht’tps: Vi Peri nmahwah .worcll:)ress.com 201810507/ shortwave-tradi ng-
part-| ~the-west-chica go-tower-mystery/

https://sniperinmahwah.wordpress.com/2014- /09 /22 /htt-i n~m3~bac|<38rd~

bart-1/

b

https://www.investopedia.com/terms/h/hi gh—-mcrec uenc3~tracii Ng.asp

’

https:// www.investorsundergrouncl.com / high-grec uencg~trac1ing/

ht’tps: / /swii ng.com/ blog/ tag/ shortwave-tradi ng/



https://sniperinmahwah.wordpress.com/2018/05/07/shortwave-trading-part-i-the-west-chicago-tower-mystery/
https://sniperinmahwah.wordpress.com/2018/05/07/shortwave-trading-part-i-the-west-chicago-tower-mystery/
https://sniperinmahwah.wordpress.com/2014/09/22/hft-in-my-backyard-part-i/
https://sniperinmahwah.wordpress.com/2014/09/22/hft-in-my-backyard-part-i/
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/h/high-frequency-trading.asp
https://www.investorsunderground.com/high-frequency-trading/
https://swling.com/blog/tag/shortwave-trading/

