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Come visit us on the World Wide Web at: www.hamfesters.org

Hamfesters Meetings
are held on the 1st Friday
of every month at the
Crestwood Civic Center,
14025 Kostner in Crest-
wood, IL. At 7:30 PM

VE TESTING every
2nd Saturday of the
Month at the Oak Forest
High School, 151st &
Central ave in Oak For-
est. Testing begins at
9:00 AM. Exam fee for
2005 is $14.00. Next
test: Saturday Feb. 12,
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AS MUCH AS THINGS CHANGE, THEY STAY THE SAME

Tim Pechtold AA9BV Editor

I am really excited about this issue of the
Hamgab. After you opened up your newsletter
this month, you will probably know why with
out me saying a word. It’s got a new look!

Why the new look? There's been several
times I've toyed with the idea of giving the
Hamgab a fresh look. I've used the same layout
for the last 7 years that I've had the privilege of
being the editor. But | always had put it on the
back burner because of the amount of time
and work it would take.

But that all changed with my last visit to
drop off the newsletter at our Printers. Rich
KA9BUK and his Printer, Terry, both spoke to
me, telling me about the new capabilities they
have where | could send the newsletter to
them, via e-mail. That sounded good, but what
the real clincher was that there should be a
dramatic improvement with the picture quality.
They've always done a great job reproducing
the Hamgab, but the process of copying the
copy that | dropped off, and then running that
copy through their copy machine, there was a
certain amount of quality that was loss that
couldn't be helped. Each generation of a copy
looses some quality.

With this new way that we're doing it, the
Hamgab will be printed directly off a plate that
they will make, so that will help make a differ-
ence with the final product. However, to do
this | needed to change some of the software
that | had been using, and since | was going to
do that, | thought | might as well bite the bullet
and redesign it again.

So here it is, our new and hopefully im-
proved Hamgab. One of the changes | made is

—_—

I've added a little buddy to the top of the
newsletter that was a piece of clip art that was
used back on the Hamgab in 1940! That ties in
with the title of editorial this month, “as much
as things change, they stay the same.”

Here we are, enjoying all the new technol-
ogy that wasn’t even dreamed of by members
of our Club back in the 1940’s. We've got digi-
tal camera’s, and computers, and the informa-
tion highway—the world wide web (which this
newsletter will soon be headed down as soon
as | finish this column). And yet the basic val-
ues that had made Hamfesters one of the best
clubs around back then, still hold true today!

Before | run out of room here, there’s
more that | want to cover. This coming Friday
Feb. 4th is our club meeting, which is going to
be the Hamfesters White Elephant Sale. The
White Elephant Sale is always a fun meeting,
and it can be a profitable evening as well. It
gives us the opportunity of turning some of the
things that we might consider “trash”, into
“Cash”. It's been said that one Hams trash is
another Hams treasure! And this sale isn’t just
limited to Radio Equipment, you can bring
down practically anything, and that’s what
helps make this sale so interesting. You never
know what you'll find. So pack up the car, van,
or semi trailer, and head down to the Ham-
festers Meeting. There’s plenty of room and
plenty of tables to set your stuff out on. We
also have a good turn out, so that means there
should be a lot of buyers at the meeting too.

To entice you to come out to the meeting
this Friday, I'm going to have some great
prizes. Hope to see you there! 73, Tim AA9BV
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Heard Around The World!

OFFICERS

President George N9VOK (630) 971-1002
Vice Pres. Jim KB9CYL (708) 301-1863
Secretary Roberta WB9ZHZ (708) 425-2395
Treasurer Lee WB9USF (708) 425-636-8834
Sgt At Arms Ralph N9KYM (708)598-5422
Trustee Ron K9RCN (773) 581-8040

DIRECTORS

Dennis N9BIA (708) 598-5838
Emil AB9DD (708) 645-7649
Jude WD9FUM (773) 805-3561
Kerry AA9SB (708) 335-4574

Bob WITOE (773) 4450728

Bob KB9YRE (708) 636-0963

COMMITTEES

Awards Ralph N9KYM (708)499-9559
Circulation Ruth Maloney (773)445-0728
Club QSL Mgr Bob WILNQ (773) 238-0544
Contest (currently un-filled)

Education Brian WOHLQ (708) 532-5833
Equipment Jim KBI9CYL (708) 301-1863
Field Day Jim KB9CYL (708) 301-1863
Hamfest Bob KBOYRE (708) 636-0963
Hamgab Editor Tim AA9BV (708) 687-5057
Historian George N9VOK (630) 971-1002
Historian Jim KBICYL (708) 301-1863

Mail Labels Brian WOHLQ (708) 532-5833
Membership Brian WOHLQ (708) 532-5833
Packet Bruno K9QKB (708) 430-2024
Programs Don KC9EQQ (773) 426-1936
Publicity Kelly KB9ZRM (708) 339-4133
Raffles Tim AA9BV (708) 687-5057
Refreshments Rick K9GYO (773)735-9521
Refreshments Paul WD9GEH (773) 247-5488
SMART Bob K9MUY (708) 687-1121
SMART Al N9ZD (708) 535-2981

U-505 SOTA George N9VOK (630) 971-1002
VE Testing Tim AA9BV (708) 687-5057
Webmaster Brian WOHLQ (708) 532-5833
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THE KAPITANS BRIEFING

George Young N9VOK President

The program for last month was to be on QSL
cards and how to get better returns. As you
know it had to be postponed at the last minute.
[ personally had some health problems during
the holiday season. From what I was told, a few
of the other contributors to that night had simi-
lar trouble. The program may be rescheduled at
a later date. February though will go on as

scheduled because it is the first WHITE ELEPHANT meeting of the year. So start
digging around for all of those boat anchors gathering dust and taking up space.
Now is the time to trade and acquire different ones. Of course we all hope to find a
few bargains and that elusive toy we want and maybe even need.

While I was at one of the many visits to the doctor I noticed the usual poor selec-
tion of magazines and reading material. It hit me that this would be a good way to
promote Ham Radio and also to get rid of my older QST and Worldradio copies. I
have since made up labels with the club address for the front cover. The clinic and
doctor’s office welcomed them. The copies are not only in the waiting area they are
turning up in the examining rooms as well. What a concept, free magazines for the
doctors office that are not 2 or 3 years old. It also helps clean out the shack. 73,
George N9VOK

7 good reasons to come out to
this Friday’s meeting...

WHITE |

FREE ADMISSION
FREE REFRESHMENTS
FREE DOOR PRIZES
BARGAINS GALORE
PLENTY OF ROOM
PLENTY OF TABLES
PLENTY OF PRIZES
FUN FOR ALL

CRESTWOOD CIVIC CENTER
14025 KOSTNER AVE, CRESTWOOD, IL

MEETING STARTS AT 7:30 PM BUT COME EARLY
BRING A FRIEND OR TWO
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HAMFEFSTERS RADIO CLUB MINUTES

Respectfully submitted by Roberta WD9ZHZ
SECRETARY

General Minutes: Jan 7, 2005

The January 7, 2005 meeting of the Ham-
festers Radio Club was called to order at 8
7:35 P.M. by Vice President Jim KBOCYL.

There were 57 members and 4 visitors present. Tom
KA9ZXN up-graded to extra. Congratulations Tom!

John AB9JW filled in for Sgt at Arms Ralph NOK'YM.
Silent Key - Robert Pazanin WD9FEN

Approval of the minutes of the November 2004 meeting was
made by Bob N9JYX and seconded by Ron K9RCN. Passed.

Treasurer Lee WBOUSF made his report, a motion to approve
this was made by Bob N9JYX and seconded by John
KB9FQB. Passed.

———-GOODIE BREAK

There was no program so committee reports followed:

*Education & Welfare - Brian WOHLQ If there is not
enough interest in classes, he will hold off until next fall.

*The 2005 rosters will come out in a couple of months in
order to up-date membership and e-mail addresses.

*Field Day Chairman Jim KB9CYL - Keep June 25-26
open. We need a GOTA station and someone for breakfast.
We are going to try a swap meet on Sunday morning.

*Christmas Party Chairman Matt K9MS - Thanks to eve-
ryone who came to the Christmas Party. We had a great time.
And thanks to all those who helped. We had over 100 at the
party. Come again next year. Thank you all for the Hamfester
of the Year Award. It was a surprise and great honor.

*Hamfest Chairman Bob KB9YRE - We are going to have
a ladies craft area inside - so far we have 2 tables. Give Bob a
call if you know of anyone wants information about this.

February meeting will be a White Elephant Sale.

A motion to adjourn was made at 8:30 P.M. by John KBOFQB
and seconded by Leon WNOGUC. The motion passed.

Door prize winners: Joe KA9QAT, Ed WA9EOL, Paul
WD9GEH, Ron K9RCN, Kurt WB9FMC

Raffle prizes winners: Bob N9JYX won 2 prizes, Matt
KOMS, Kerry AA9SB, Dan W9GOB, John WD9AST, Bob
KB9YXH, Joe KB9VRL, Jim KB9CYL, Ben KCI9CXT,
Lenny KBO9OUQ.

CQ FIELD DAY de Jim Riley KBICYL

Hard to believe, but Field Day is less than six |
months away. As usual we'll be at Moraine |
Valley Community College, 111th and 86t
Ave. The dates are 25 and 26 June.

At this time, we're still in need of someone to =
run the GOTA station. The club will provide §
an HF rig, antenna, generator and logging
computer if you need one. You will have to
provide your own setup for VHF/UHF. This is the perfect op-
portunity for those who don't get on the air much to get their fill
of some fast-paced operating.

0

We also need someone to provide breakfast Sunday morn-
ing. Breakfast is usually served around 0630-0700 and is rav-
enously enjoyed by 12-20 cold, hungry and overly tired, but
extremely appreciative, operators.

If you can help, please see me at the meeting or call 708-218-
0695.

Something new we're thinking of for this year is a Field Day
swap meet. No need to call me on this one. Just come on out
to the site Sunday morning around 0800 and pop your trunk.

Anybody who has joined the club since in the last year is re-
quired to come out and operate. No excuses. 73, Jim KBOCYL

HAMFESTERS RADIO CLUB
BOARD MINUTES

Editors Note: Due to the Holidays, there was no Board meeting.
The Board Minutes will return in next month’s Hamgab.

HAMFEST TICKET SALES . sim iey k5o

Just a quick message to let you know that Hamfest advance tick-
ets are now available. You can buy single tickets for yourself or
take a pack to sell.

***New this year***
Due to some changes in my accounting, you don't have to take
groups of ten any more. If five is more to your liking, no prob-
lem. Whatever you take, just get out and sell sell sell. The ham-
fest it what keeps the club going. See me at the meeting, or call
708-218-0695.

As usual, there will be a contest to see who can sell the most
advance tickets. Ralph NOKYM is normally the ticket sales
leader, but not this year. There are three tickets sold already. I
won't mention any names, but the current ticket sales leader is
writing this column.

73, Jim KBOCYL



Hamfesters VE

Test Sessions are

HAMFESTERS CLUB NEWS AND VIEWS

held every month
on the 2nd Sat. at
the Oak Forest
; _ High School at
,, ; = - 9:00 AM.
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A couple of pictures from our January VE Test Session. John and his daughter Ashleg left the session with big
smiles after Ashley passed her Technician exam. In the next shot the Hamfesters VE Team congratulate Ken

Don’t miss this Friday’s
White Elephant Sale. It’s

&% going to be a good meeting!

We’re On The Web! O0O0PS!!!
Www.hamfesters.org In last month’s issue, I missed a few of

the “Elves” that gave Matt K9MS a hand
with the set up at our Christmas Banquet.
So here’s the complete list: Emil AB9DD,
Bob KB9YRE, his XYL Jackie, Brother

- Roy K2VSP, Rich KA9HMV, John
It was good to see John WI9BNR and his AB9JW & his son Mathew, Rocco

XYL Diane at last month’s Club meeting. KD9UB, Ron KCI9TCX, and Joe
KA9KBU.

HAMFESTERS RAFFLE-MANIA

This is just a sample of prizes that will be in this Frida{s Raffle! Starting off with Visioneer One Touch USB
flat bed color scanner. It scans items fast and quiet, 48 bit color, 1200 x 4800 dpi, and is compatible with Win-
dows 98, 2000, ME, and XP. Slim size, doesn’t take up a lot of room and comes with some great software.
Next is a 2.4 GHz cordless ghone with caller ID by Bell Phones. And you’ll enjoy a close shave with this
Braun rechargeable razor with twin control. Has hair trimmer too. These are just a few of the prizes I have for
Friday’s meefing. And receive a FREE GIFT with every 5.00 worth of tickets. Good luck!

With every

$5.00 worth of tickets MORE PRIZES = MORE FUN!
i STOP BY THE PRIZE TABLE AND CHECK THEM OUT!
| Wyisioneer. Capture Memorable

Moments!

TICKET PRICES

$1.00 ... 1 TICKET
$2.00 ... 3 TICKETS
$3.00 ... 7 TICKETS
$4.00 ... 10 TICKETS
$5.00 ... 15 TICKETS!!

And a FREE Gift!

A5

N gée TELEPRONE
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ROSTER CHANGES % on
Ppy i

Brian Davis W9HLQ

Membership Charman
NEW MEMBER: NEW MEMBER:
James Twohig William Twohig WIMJZ m K”AGY
10137 Fairfield Ave 10137 Fairfield Ave Bob W3AVB F
Chicago, IL 60655 Chicago, IL 60655 R
(773) 445-4544 (773) 445-4544 m “
Joe KBIKBU E
NEW MEMBER: , NEW MEMBER: Todd KSMDJ
Jerry Dagenais K9PMV Patrick Byrne K9JAU B
12814 Irving Ave. 414 N. Park Boulevard Clarence “ms
Blue Island, IL 60506 Glen Ellyn, IL 60137 Bruno Kmun
(630) 858-1955 Rudy KASEXP R
NEW MEMBER: Sy WKIARF
Bob Haas WA9BXI QC
6549 Glenview Dr on NSSTU A
Tinley Park, IL 60477 Bob WITOE
Joe KBSVRL R
DUES ARE JUST $15.00 FOR A FULL YEAR Jim KAGGUG
It’s easy to join... Russell WIWHO I
You can down load the Hamfesters Membership application off lll
the internet at: www.hamfesters.org * Come to our next Club Ben KCICXT

meeting and fill in an ap * Or give Brian WOHLQ our Member-
ship Chairman a call at: (708) 532-5833. What ever way you
decide to join, you’ll begin enjoying the benefits of belonging to 73, Dot NSALC
one of Chicagolands oldest and respected Amateur Radio Clubs
at just a little over a dollar a month! Don’t delay—join today!

Inquire about our reduced Associate Membership Fee for additional family members.

Robert Pazanin WDIFEN—SK

Last month we were sorry to learn that Bob WD9FEN had become a Silent Key. He had been an active Hamfester member attendin
most of the meetings, Hamfests, Submarines On The Air events, Field Day, as well as serving on the VE Team. Bob also enjoye
chasing DX and working special event stations especially the IOTA and Light House on the Air stations. But he also enjoyed

chewing with his friends locally. Anyone who knew Bob knew
that he could be a character at fimes, and I mean that in a good
way. D’ve heard from several of our Club members that have
known him for awhile, that he had an uncanny ability to get
through pile ups and get the contact. He had excellent timing.
Bob also volunteered his time ogeratm at the Folks On Spokes
bike rides and also was a member of Metro DX Club. He had
many friends, not only in Hamfesters, but in Amateur Radio and
he will truly be missed.
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The Hamgab Hameam i rouson

Here’s some of our lucky winners from last month’s meeting. We’ll start off with the Door Prize Winners. Eve-
ryone attending the meeting receive their FREE Door Prize tickets when they sign in. Don’t forget, you get an
additional Door Prize ticket for wearing your Hamfester Badge or Hamfester Jacket. Our January Door Prize
Winners were: Joe KA9QAT, Ed WA9EOL, Paul WD9GEH, Ron K9RCN, and Kurt WB9FMC.

Our lucky Raffle Prize Winners were:Bob N9JYX (won 2 prizes!), Matt
K9MS, Kerry AA9SB, Dan W9GOB, John WD9AST, Bob KB9YXH,
Joe KBO9VRL, Jim KB9CYL, Ben KCICXT, Lenny KB9OUQ. Con-
gratulations to all our winners! And thanks to all the members for your
support to our Club’s Raffle. I want to also say thanks to Jon KC9FIN,
Brian WOHLQ, Bernie WISCT, and Paul WD9GEH for the nice prizes
that were donated by them and used in this raffle. This Friday’s Raffle
should be a good one. A Visioneer One Touch USB port flat bed scanner
will be one of the prizes. Good luck! 73, Tim AA9BV
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AMIAESTERS RADIY GLYE

. Club Meetings are held on the first Fri-
day of every month at the Crestwood

" Civic Center, 14025 Kostner Ave. in
Crestwood, IL. Meetings begin at 7:30
PM.
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Board Meetings: 7:30 PM on the 4th
Monday of each month at the Oremus
Center, 7902 Oketo, Bridgeview,IL
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VE TESTING: Every 2nd Saturday at
the Oak Forest High School, 151st &
Central Ave. Oak Forest, IL. Testing
begins at 9:00 AM but we ask that you
arrive 10 minutes early. Exam fee for
2005 is $14.00.

10 METER NET: Every Sunday Eve-
ning on 28.410. Bob WI9TOE is Net
Control
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2 METER NET: Every Monday Eve-

ning at 9:00 PM on 146.430. Joe

KA9KBU is Net Control
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WEB PAGE: www.hamfesters.org
Brian WOHLQ is Webmaster
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WAHM: Worked All Hamfester Mem-
bers—work 10 current members for a
beautiful award certicate

FIELD DAY: Join the WOAA crew for
one of the best Field Days around. June
25th & 26th at Moraine Valley College,
111th & 86th Ave.
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Hamfesters BIG Peotone Hamfest: Our
71st annual Hamfest is scheduled for
Sunday Aug. 14, 2005 — Will County
Fairgrounds, Peotone, IL
sekokokokkokkokkokkkkokokkkokkkkkkkkkkkkkk
WO9AA Mailbox: 145.650 24 hours a
day. Bruno K9QKB is Sysop. ILOAK:
Node on 145.650
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Club’s address: Hamfesters Radio Club

- P.O. Box 42792

Evergreen Park, IL 60805

Dead line for submitting material to the HAMGAB is the 15th of the month.

15023 Sunset

This Friday February 4th.
Crestwood Civic Center,
14025 Kostner

HAMGAB EDITOR
Tim Pechtold AA9BV

Oak Forest, IL 60452-1236

Thomas Smith WE9SF
15019 Park Ave.
Oak Forest IL 60452

FIRST CLASS MAIL
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